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“Paradise is now, and can only be now. The question that tormented Pascal — why humans 
perpetually exile themselves from this Paradise — has never been answered. People continue 
to choose to live in the Hell of the past, or the Purgatory of the future. For some reason they 

prefer renunciation or postponement to immediate gratification.

For some reason they also appear to prefer an existing unequal society, in which there is a 
possibility of greater domination, to a potential equal one, in which domination is diminished. I 
believe these two things are somehow connected. The difficulty of living in the present moment 

is somehow related to the difficulty of creating an egalitarian society. …

Improvised music has something to do with both of them. Certainly it has to do with being 
present. It also has to do with democratic forms and equality, at least in a group situation. It can 
function as a kind of abstract laboratory, in which experimental forms of communication can be 
tried, without risk of damage to persons. The great improvised music of the twentieth century 

may be remembered by future generations as an early abstract model in which new social 
forms were first dimly conceived.

Improvisation tells us: Anything is possible – anything can be changed – now.”
Frederic Rzewski, Little Bangs: A Nihilist Theory of Improvisation - 2000
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